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Abstract:	  	  Roxana	  Velazquez	  came	  to	  the	  United	  States	  in	  late	  2013	  from	  Guatemala.	  She	  was	  trying	  to	  escape	  deadly	  violence	  against	  the	  Mayan-­‐Mam	  peoples	  –	  whom	  she	  is	  a	  descendant	  of.	  Upon	  her	  arrival,	  she	  was	  detained	  and	  placed	  in	  a	  detention	  center	  in	  Texas.	  After	  a	  judge	  granted	  her	  bail,	  she	  was	  reunited	  with	  her	  two	  brothers	  in	  San	  Francisco?	  .	  	  Now	  she	  is	  trying	  to	  navigate	  the	  U.S.	  immigration	  system	  while	  seeking	  asylum	  -­‐	  in	  hopes	  of	  making	  San	  Francisco	  her	  new	  home.	  	  
Script:	  	  
SEEKING ASYLUM 
TRT: 6:53 min 
VIDEO TIME AUDIO 
FADE IN  
 
Location: San Francisco, CA 
 
SF Street 
 
WIDE SHOT walking behind Bianca & 
Roxana 
 
 
:17 NAT SOT - SF street traffic 
Bianca: “Ok, how will court be?” 
 
NAT SOT - footsteps 
 
(SUBTITLES) 
Bianca: “This is a preliminary hearing. 
Nothing will be decided about your case 
today. The only thing that will be decided is 
your next court hearing.  
MED SHOT - Bianca & Roxana stop at 
crosswalk. 
:10 NARR 
 
ROXANA IS ONE OF A HALF MILLION 
IMMIGRATION CASES PENDING IN THE 
FEDERAL COURTS. AFTER A TWO YEAR 
WAIT, SHE IS FINALLY GOING TO HER 
FIRST PRELIMINARY HEARING. 
MED SHOT walking behind Bianca & 
Roxana 
:10 (SUBTITLES) 
Bianca: “With your permission, I will speak to 
the judge on your behalf.” 
 
“So today, you don’t really have to say 
much.”  
PAN from Bianca to Roxana 
CU of Roxana listening at crosswalk 
 
 
MED SHOT Bianca & Roxana crossing 
intersection 
:14 (SUBTITLES) 
Bianca: “When we get to the building, we will 
enter. Take an elevator and pass through 
security. We will have to take off our shoes, 
any metals, or if you have a watch on.”  
BROLL: Intersection light 
MED SHOT walking behind Bianca & 
Roxana 
:07 NAT SOT 
(SUBTITLES) 
Bianca: “Do you have a question Roxana?” 
 
Roxana: “No.” 
 
Bianca: “About anything?” 
 
Roxana: “Everything is good.” 
 
NAT SOT - B & R giggling 
CU of Bianca & Roxana waiting at 
crosswalk 
:07 NAT SOT 
Street traffic, cars honking 
 
NARR 
 
ROXANA CAME FROM GUATEMALA 
THREE YEARS AGO – JUST AS A  SPIKE 
IN IMMIGRATION FROM CENTRAL 
AMERICA WAS BEGINNING. 
 
MED SHOT of red traffic light, street 
signs 
 
MED SHOT of Bianca & Roxana walk 
into building 
:06 (SUBTITLES) 
Bianca: “Ok, it’s right here on the left.  
 
NAT SOT  
street traffic, walking, motocycle driving by  
MED SHOT of Bianca & Roxana walking 
into court building 
:10 NAT SOT 
 
LEAVING HER FIVE-YEAR-OLD 
DAUGHTER BEHIND, ROXANA LEFT 
BECAUSE SHE FEARED FOR HER LIFE. 
BROLL of Bianca in SF 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Roxana & cousin crossing the street 
 
 
 
:20 (SUBTITLES) 
“At first I was afraid because I was escaping 
fear. And I didn’t trust others.”  
 
NARR  
 
SHE TRAVELED NORTH, LIVING ON THE 
STREETS OF MÉXICO. THERE SHE 
FOUND A WOMAN, WHO PROMISED TO 
HELP HER GET TO THE U.S.     
Roxana & cousin waiting at a stoplight 
  
  
:13 “She told me that it was going to be different 
over here. That everything was going to 
change and she said, “Let’s go, don’t worry. 
 Intv: Roxana I’ll take you.” And that’s when I made the 
decision to come but without knowing what 
was going to happen.” 
BROLL: Roxana crossing the street 
 
CHANGE SHOT 
:08 (SUBTITLES) 
Roxana: “When I crossed the river. 
Immigration caught me and I was detained 
for three months.”  
BROLL: Roxana and cousin walking 
(behind the back shot) 
:09 Roxana (SUBTITLES): “I would say, ‘Who is 
going to help me? I felt alone.” 
  
“Then they interrogated me.” 
BROLL: Roxana and cousin walking 
(face shot) 
  
  
  
  
  
Roxana leaves frame 
:15 Roxana (SUBTITLES): “ICE didn’t believe 
me. They said, “You have two options - ‘you 
will be deported to Guatemala or you have 
the option of seeing a judge.’”  
 
“And I told him crying that I didn’t want to 
return to Guatemala… I want to be here.” 
BROLL: Roxana and cousin walking :14 Roxana (SUBTITLES): “And I didn’t mind 
waiting, I wanted to see the judge.” 
 
“Days passed by. I didn’t even see the light 
of day... I would tell myself, ‘Christmas 
passed. New Year’s passed.’” 
BROLL: cutaway of trees                    :06 Roxana (SUBTITLES): “They detained me 
on November 9th. And I got out in February.” 
BROLL: side shot of Roxana walking 
alone 
  
  
Intv: Roxana 
:12 Roxana (SUBTITLES): “They called my 
name and said, ‘Roxana Velazquez, you’re 
going to see the judge.’” 
 
“He said, ‘I believe you… and we’re going to 
grant you bail.’” 
BROLL: face shot of Roxana walking  :10 Roxana (SUBTITLES): ...And when he told 
me that, I was happy because I thought to 
myself, I’m going to stay here in San 
Francisco and I won’t be afraid anymore.” 
Location: Pangea Legal Services 
  
  
  
BROLL: Bianca sitting at desk,typing 
:22 NAT SOT 
 
NARR 
 
ROXANA HAS BEEN LIVING IN SAN 
  
  
 
  
BROLL: Bianca and Roxana sitting at 
table, going over case  
FRANCISCO FOR TWO YEARS, WITH A 
PERMIT TO WORK WHILE SHE’S 
SEEKING ASYLUM.  
 
THE U.S. MAY GRANT ASYLUM TO A 
PERSON WHO HAS FACED 
PERSECUTION IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY 
– PERSECUTION BECAUSE OF THEIR 
POLITICAL OPINION, RELIGION, RACE, 
NATIONALITY, OR BECAUSE THEY 
BELONG TO A PARTICULAR SOCIAL 
GROUP.  
BROLL: Bianca talking to Roxana in 
office 
:04 NAT SOT 
Intv: Bianca 
Lower Third: Bianca Santos 
:30 “For someone to win asylum in deportation 
proceedings, someone has to tell their story 
in court. They have to explain what 
happened to them in the past. Why they're 
afraid to go back… they have to put forth 
proof about why, not only are they afraid to 
go back but why they fit into one of the five 
categories of asylum.” 
BROLL: Roxana receiving note for 
Bianca 
:06 NAT SOT  
 
Intv: Roxana 
 
 
BROLL: Roxana sitting on a bench 
 
 
 
Intv: Roxana 
 
:20 Roxana (SUBTITLES): “The biggest reason I 
left Guatemala was because I was afraid 
that I was going to get killed. Not only myself 
but my daughter.” 
 
Roxana (SUBTITLES): “In Guatemala 
there’s discrimination, against indigenous 
people and the people who are Ladinos.  
And that’s a part of my life, being 
indigenous.” 
MED SHOT of people walking 
 
CU SHOT of time clock 
:10 NAT SOT  
 
ROXANA IS PART OF AN INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLE IN GUATEMALA, THE MAYAN-
MAM.  
 
HER CASE IS BASED ON A LONG TRAIL 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS  
AGAINST SEVERAL MAYAN GROUPS – 
WHO TOTAL ALMOST 40 PERCENT OF 
THE COUNTRY’S POPULATION.  
MED SHOT of Roxana & Bianca 
ON CAMERA 
:28 Bianca (Subtitles): “We came to immigration 
court today and waited for our hearing. We 
submitted our asylum application for 
Roxana. She is asking for political asylum 
here in the United States. We received a 
court date for when the judge will make a 
decision on her case. The date that we 
received is… September of 2017, which is 
very far from now.” 
CU of Bianca listening, pensive, sad :18 Bianca: “This means that Roxana can’t be 
granted asylum. At least not until this date. 
And that she can’t bring her daughter until 
this date.” 
CU of Bianca listening, pensive, sad :08 NAT SOT 
MED SHOT of trees, girl in a swing, park 
 
BROLL: Roxana sitting at a part, looking 
at pics of her daughter on her phone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BROLL: Rack Focus b/w Roxana and 
father playing with his kids 
:45 NAT SOT 
 
Roxana: “It’s not easy coming from one 
place and accommodating in another like 
nothing, and very quickly… And I only 
thought about my daughter. I would  
say, my daughter is going through the same 
thing that I did. She’s suffering like I 
suffered, those were my thoughts.” 
 
“And it hurts me to be far away from her 
because it’s not the same to pass a park and 
to see a mother with her little girl or kids… 
That’s when I tell myself - ‘Oh my daughter 
is in Guatemala, I can’t do the same.’” 
BROLL: WIDE SHOT of Roxana standing 
in front of car 
 
CU of Roxana’s face 
:08 NARR 
 
IT’S BEEN THREE YEARS SINCE 
ROXANA LAST HELD HER DAUGHTER.  
 
AND IT WILL MORE THAN A YEAR  
BEFORE SHE KNOWS IF A JUDGE WILL 
GRANT HER ASYLUM. 
BROLL: Roxana in front of park 
 
 
 
FADE OUT TO BLACK 
:10 “I hope to bring her and I have faith in God 
that, that everything is going to turn out fine. 
And I know that I have to wait.” 
CREDITS :20 NAT SOT  
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